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Treaty Area means all waters north of 
60° S. lat. and east of 90° E. long., sub-
ject to the fisheries jurisdiction of Pa-
cific Island Parties, and all other wa-
ters within rhumb lines connecting the 
following points, except for waters sub-
ject to the jurisdiction in accordance 
with international law of a State which 
is not a party to the Treaty: 

Point Latitude Longitude 

A 2°35′39″ S 141°00′00″ E 
B 1°01′35″ N 140°48′35″ E 
C 1°01′35″ N 129°30′00″ E 
D 10°00′00″ N 129°30′00″ E 
E 14°00′00″ N 140°00′00″ E 
F 14°00′00″ N 142°00′00″ E 
G 12°30′00″ N 142°00′00″ E 
H 12°30′00″ N 158°00′00″ E 
I 15°00′00″ N 158°00′00″ E 
J 15°00′00″ N 165°00′00″ E 
K 18°00′00″ N 165°00′00″ E 
L 18°00′00″ N 174°00′00″ E 
M 12°00′00″ N 174°00′00″ E 
N 12°00′00″ N 176°00′00″ E 
O 5°00′00″ N 176°00′00″ E 
P 1°00′00″ N 180°00′00″ 
Q 1°00′00″ N 164°00′00″ W 
R 8°00′00″ N 164°00′00″ W 
S 8°00′00″ N 158°00′00″ W 
T 0°00′00″ 150°00′00″ W 
U 6°00′00″ S 150°00′00″ W 
V 6°00′00″ S 146°00′00″ W 
W 12°00′00″ S 146°00′00″ W 
X 26°00′00″ S 157°00′00″ W 
Y 26°00′00″ S 174°00′00″ W 
Z 40°00′00″ S 174°00′00″ W 
AA 40°00′00″ S 171°00′00″ W 
AB 46°00′00″ S 171°00′00″ W 
AC 55°00′00″ S 180°00′00″ 
AD 59°00′00″ S 160°00′00″ E 
AE 59°00′00″ S 152°00′00″ E and north 

along the 152 degrees 
of East longitude until 
intersecting the Aus-
tralian 200-nautical- 
mile limit. 

UTC means Universal Coordinated 
Time. 

Vessel Monitoring System Unit or VMS 
unit, sometimes known as a ‘‘mobile 
transmitting unit,’’ means Adminis-
trator-approved and NMFS-approved 
VMS unit hardware and software that 
is installed on a vessel pursuant to 
§ 300.45. The VMS units are a compo-
nent of the regional vessel monitoring 
system administered by the FFA, as 
well as of the vessel monitoring system 
administered by NMFS, and as such are 
used to transmit information between 
the vessel and the Administrator and 
NMFS and/or other reporting points 
designated by NMFS. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 72 
FR 6149, Feb. 9, 2007; 75 FR 74643, Dec. 1, 2010] 

§ 300.32 Vessel licenses. 
(a) Each vessel fishing in the Licens-

ing Area must have a license issued by 
the Administrator for the licensing pe-
riod being fished, unless exempted by 
§ 300.39. Each licensing period begins on 
June 15 and ends on June 14 of the fol-
lowing year. 

(b) Upon receipt, the license or a 
copy or facsimile thereof must be car-
ried on board the vessel when in the Li-
censing Area or Closed Areas, and must 
be produced at the request of author-
ized officers, authorized party officers, 
or authorized inspectors. A vessel may 
be used to fish in the Licensing Area if 
the license has been issued but not yet 
received, provided that the license 
number is available on board. 

(c) The total number of licenses that 
may be issued and valid at any point in 
time is 45, five of which shall be re-
served for fishing vessels of the United 
States engaged in joint venture ar-
rangements. 

(1) For the purpose of this section, 
the licenses reserved for vessels en-
gaged in joint venture arrangements 
are referred to as ‘‘joint venture li-
censes,’’ and the remaining licenses are 
referred to as ‘‘general licenses.’’ 

(2) A joint venture arrangement is 
one in which the subject vessel and its 
operators are engaged in fishing-re-
lated activities designed to maximize 
the benefits generated for the Pacific 
Island Parties from the operations of 
fishing vessels licensed pursuant to the 
Treaty, as determined by the Adminis-
trator. Such activities can include the 
use of canning, transshipment, vessel 
slipping and repair facilities located in 
the Pacific Island Parties; the purchase 
of equipment and supplies, including 
fuel supplies, from suppliers located in 
the Pacific Island Parties; and the em-
ployment of nationals of the Pacific Is-
land Parties on board such vessels. 

(d) Licenses are issued by the Admin-
istrator. The Administrator will issue 
licenses only for applications that have 
been approved by the Regional Admin-
istrator. The Regional Administrator’s 
approval is indicated by the signature 
of the Regional Administrator on the 
part of the application form labeled 
‘‘Schedule 1.’’ Upon approval by the 
Regional Administrator of a license ap-
plication, the complete application will 
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be forwarded to the Administrator for 
consideration. Except as provided in 
paragraph (n) of this section, prior to 
approving license applications for a 
given licensing period, the Regional 
Administrator will issue pre-approvals 
of license applications that serve the 
purpose of temporarily reserving ap-
provals up until the time complete ap-
plications are due to be received by the 
Regional Administrator. 

(e) The Regional Administrator, in 
his or her sole discretion, may approve 
fewer license applications than there 
are licenses available for any given li-
censing period or at any given time. 

(f) A pre-approval or approval issued 
by the Regional Administrator pursu-
ant to this section: 

(1) Shall not confer any right of com-
pensation to the recipient of such pre- 
approval or approval; 

(2) Shall not create, or be construed 
to create, any right, title, or interest 
in or to a license or any fish; and 

(3) Shall be considered a grant of per-
mission to the recipient of the pre-ap-
proval or approval to proceed with the 
process of seeking a license from the 
Administrator. 

(g) A pre-approval or approval issued 
by the Regional Administrator pursu-
ant to this section is subject to being 
rescinded at any time if the Regional 
Administrator determines that an ad-
ministrative error has been made in its 
granting, false information has been 
provided by the applicant, cir-
cumstances have changed such that the 
information provided by the applicant 
is no longer accurate, true or valid, or 
if the applicant or vessel no longer 
meets the requirements for licensing 
under this subpart or under the Act or 
other applicable law. NMFS will notify 
the applicant of its rescission of a pre- 
approval or approval within 14 days of 
the rescission. In the event that the 
Regional Administrator rescinds an ap-
proval after the license has been 
issued, NMFS will notify the Adminis-
trator of such, and request that the Ad-
ministrator immediately revoke the li-
cense. 

(h) Application process for general li-
censes. (1) A vessel operator who satis-
fies the requirements for licensing 
under the Act and under this subpart 
may apply for a general license. 

(2) In order for a general license to be 
issued for a vessel, an applicant must 
submit a complete application to, and 
obtain an application approval from, 
the Regional Administrator. 

(3) Except for the 2011–2012 licensing 
period, prior to submitting a complete 
application, an applicant may request 
pre-approval of an application by the 
Regional Administrator by submitting 
an expression of interest. A pre-ap-
proval of an application establishes 
that the applicant is eligible to be con-
sidered for one of the available licenses 
following timely submission of a com-
plete application. Although submission 
of an expression of interest is entirely 
voluntary, applications that have not 
been pre-approved might not be eligible 
for approval if the number of applica-
tions exceeds the number of available 
licenses for a given licensing period. A 
pre-approval will be deemed to be void 
if the applicant fails to submit a com-
plete application by the date estab-
lished in paragraph (h)(6) of this sec-
tion. 

(4) Except as provided in paragraph 
(n) of this section, in order to obtain a 
pre-approval for a given licensing pe-
riod, either an expression of interest or 
a complete application must be sub-
mitted to and received by the Regional 
Administrator no later than June 1st of 
the year preceding the year in which 
the licensing period begins. 

(5) An expression of interest must in-
clude the information listed below, 
which may be submitted by electronic 
or hard-copy correspondence following 
instructions provided by the Regional 
Administrator. 

(i) If the expression of interest is for 
a vessel for which, as of the June 1st 
due date for submitting such expres-
sion of interest, NMFS has issued an 
application approval for the licensing 
period that starts that year (i.e., a re-
newal of the license is being sought), 
the expression of interest shall include: 

(A) The licensing period for which 
the license is being sought. 

(B) The current name, IRCS, and an-
nual USCG Certificate of Documenta-
tion number of the vessel. 

(ii) For all other expressions of inter-
est that do not meet the criteria in 
paragraph (h)(5)(i) of this section, the 
expression of interest shall include: 
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(A) The licensing period for which 
the license is being sought. 

(B) The full name and address of each 
person who is, or who is anticipated to 
be, an operator of the vessel for which 
a license is sought, and for each such 
person, a statement of whether the per-
son is, or is anticipated to be, owner, 
charterer, and/or master of the vessel. 

(C) A statement of whether or not 
the vessel to be licensed is known, and 
if it is known, the current name, IRCS, 
and annual USCG Certificate of Docu-
mentation number, if any, of the ves-
sel. 

(D) A copy of the vessel’s current 
USCG Certificate of Documentation. If 
the vessel has not been issued such a 
document, then a statement of whether 
application has been or will be made 
for a USCG Certificate of Documenta-
tion, including identification of all en-
dorsements sought in such application. 

(E) If the vessel is known, a list of 
the licensing periods, if any, during 
which a license for the vessel was 
issued under this section. 

(F) If the vessel is known, a state-
ment of the total amount, in metric 
tons, of any tuna species landed or 
transshipped from the vessel at United 
States ports, including ports located in 
any of the States, for each of the cal-
endar years 1988 through the current 
year. 

(6) A complete application for a given 
licensing period may be submitted to 
the Regional Administrator at any 
time up to May 15th within the licens-
ing period, but in order to be consid-
ered for approval in the event that 
more applications are received by the 
Regional Administrator than there are 
licenses available, a complete applica-
tion must be received by the Regional 
Administrator as follows: 

(i) No later than February 5th of the 
year in which the licensing period be-
gins; or 

(ii) If a pre-approval of the applica-
tion was issued in accordance with 
paragraphs (k)(8) or (k)(9) of this sec-
tion, not later than the date specified 
by NMFS in the notification of such 
pre-approval (which will be calculated 
by NMFS to be no later than 194 days 
from the date of mailing of the notifi-
cation of the pre-approval). 

(7) License application forms, which 
include the ‘‘Schedule 1’’ form and the 
FFA Vessel Register application form, 
are available from the Regional Ad-
ministrator. The complete application 
must be received by the Regional Ad-
ministrator as specified in paragraph 
(h)(6) of this section. An application 
shall not be complete, and shall not be 
subject to processing, unless it con-
tains all of the information specified 
on the ‘‘Schedule 1’’ form and all the 
items listed in paragraphs (h)(7)(i) 
through (h)(7)(x) of this section, as fol-
lows: 

(i) The licensing period for which the 
license is requested. 

(ii) The name of an agent, located in 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, who, 
on behalf of the license holder, will re-
ceive and respond to any legal process 
issued in accordance with the Treaty. 

(iii) Documentation from an insur-
ance company showing that the vessel 
will be fully insured for the licensing 
period against all risks and liabilities 
normally covered by maritime liability 
insurance. 

(iv) If the owner or charterer is the 
subject of proceedings under the bank-
ruptcy laws of the United States, a 
statement that the owner or charterer 
will be financially able to fulfill any 
and all responsibilities under the Trea-
ty, Act, and regulations, including the 
payment of any penalties or fines. 

(v) A copy of the vessel’s current an-
nual USCG Certificate of Documenta-
tion. 

(vi) Electronic versions of full color 
photographs of the vessel in its current 
form and appearance, including a bow- 
to-stern side-view photograph of the 
vessel that clearly and legibly shows 
the vessel markings, and a photograph 
of every area of the vessel that is 
marked with the IRCS assigned to the 
vessel. 

(vii) A schematic stowage/well plan 
for the vessel. 

(viii) A copy of the VMS unit instal-
lation certificate, issued by the Admin-
istrator-authorized person who in-
stalled the VMS unit, for the VMS unit 
installed on the vessel in accordance 
with § 300.45. 

(ix) An FFA Vessel Register applica-
tion form that includes all the applica-
ble information specified in the form. 
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(x) In the case of an application for a 
vessel that does not meet the criteria 
in paragraph (h)(5)(i) of this section, 
any information under paragraph 
(h)(5)(ii) of this section that has not al-
ready been provided or that has 
changed since it was previously sub-
mitted. 

(i) Application process for joint venture 
licenses. 1) A vessel operator who satis-
fies the requirements for licensing 
under the Act and under this subpart 
may apply for a joint venture license. 

(2) The applicant, in coordination 
with one or more Pacific Island Par-
ties, shall contact the Administrator 
to determine the specific information 
and documents that are required by the 
Administrator in order to obtain an 
initial approval from the Adminis-
trator for a joint venture license. The 
applicant shall submit such required 
information and documents directly to 
the Administrator. Once an initial ap-
proval is obtained from the Adminis-
trator, the applicant shall submit a 
complete application package, as de-
scribed in paragraph (h)(7) of this sec-
tion, to the Regional Administrator, 
along with dated documentation of the 
Administrator’s initial approval, and a 
letter or other documentation from the 
relevant national authority or authori-
ties of the Pacific Island Party or Par-
ties identifying the joint venture part-
ner or partners and indicating the Par-
ty’s or Parties’ approval of the joint 
venture arrangement and its or their 
concurrence that a joint venture li-
cense may be issued for the vessel. 

(j) Appeals—(1) Eligibility. Any appli-
cant who is denied a pre-approval or an 
approval under this section may appeal 
the denial. The appeal must be made in 
writing and must clearly state the 
basis for the appeal and the nature of 
the relief that is requested. The appeal 
must be received by the Regional Ad-
ministrator not later than 14 days after 
the date that the notice of denial is 
postmarked. 

(2) Appeal review. Upon receipt of an 
appeal, the Regional Administrator 
will appoint a designee who will review 
the basis of the appeal and issue an ini-
tial written decision. The written deci-
sion will be mailed to the applicant 
within 30 days of receipt of the appeal. 
If the appellant does not request a re-

view within 10 days of mailing of the 
initial decision, the initial decision is 
the final administrative action of the 
Department of Commerce. If, within 10 
days of mailing of the initial decision, 
the Regional Administrator receives 
from the appellant a written request 
for review of the initial decision, the 
Assistant Administrator or a designee 
will review the basis of the appeal and 
issue a final written decision. The final 
decision will be made within 30 days of 
receipt of the request for review of the 
initial decision. The decision of the As-
sistant Administrator or designee con-
stitutes the final administrative action 
of the Department of Commerce. 

(k) Procedures used by the Secretary to 
review and process applications for gen-
eral licenses. The procedures in this 
paragraph apply to the process used by 
NMFS, on behalf of the Secretary and 
in consultation with the Secretary of 
State, to review expressions of interest 
and complete applications, and to ap-
prove applications. For the purpose of 
this section, NMFS’ approval of an ap-
plication means the signing by the Re-
gional Administrator of the ‘‘Schedule 
1’’ part of the application form, indi-
cating that the application is complete 
and that it meets the requirements of 
the Act and of this subpart for for-
warding to the Administrator. For the 
purpose of this section, NMFS’ pre-ap-
proval of an application means that the 
Regional Administrator has initially 
determined that the applicant is eligi-
ble for a general license, but that the 
application has not yet been approved 
for forwarding to the Administrator. 

(1) NMFS will pre-approve no more 
applications for a given licensing pe-
riod than there are licenses available 
for that licensing period. A pre-ap-
proval will be deemed to be void if the 
applicant fails to submit a complete 
application by the date established in 
paragraph (h)(6) of this section. 

(2) NMFS will approve no more appli-
cations for a given licensing period 
than there are licenses available for 
that licensing period. 

(3) NMFS will not approve a license 
application if it determines that: 

(i) The application is not in accord 
with the Treaty, Act, or regulations; 
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(ii) The owner or charterer is the sub-
ject of proceedings under the bank-
ruptcy laws of the United States, and 
reasonable financial assurances have 
not been provided to the Secretary 
that the owner or charterer will be fi-
nancially able to fulfill any and all re-
sponsibilities under the Treaty, Act, 
and regulations, including the payment 
of any penalties or fines; 

(iii) The owner or charterer has not 
established to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary that the vessel will be fully 
insured for the licensing period against 
all risks and liabilities normally cov-
ered by maritime liability insurance; 
or 

(iv) The owner or charterer has not 
paid any final penalty assessed by the 
Secretary in accordance with the Act. 

(4) Except as provided in paragraph 
(n) of this section, no later than July 
16th of each year, NMFS will pre-ap-
prove applications from among the ex-
pressions of interest and complete ap-
plications that were received by June 
1st of the current year for the licensing 
period that starts the following year as 
provided in this paragraph. If the num-
ber of expressions of interest and com-
plete applications does not exceed the 
number of licenses available, all appli-
cations that meet the requirements of 
paragraphs (h)(4) and (h)(5) of this sec-
tion and that satisfy the relevant re-
quirements for licensing under the Act 
and this subpart will be pre-approved. 
If the number of expressions of interest 
and complete applications exceeds the 
number of licenses available, those 
that meet the requirements of para-
graphs (h)(4) and (h)(5) of this section 
and that satisfy the relevant require-
ments for licensing under the Act and 
this subpart will be prioritized for pre- 
approval as follows: 

(i) First priority will be given to ex-
pressions of interest and complete ap-
plications for vessels for which, as of 
June 1st of that year, application ap-
provals have been issued by NMFS for 
the licensing period that starts that 
year (i.e., anticipated license renewal 
applications), provided that such ves-
sels continue to satisfy the require-
ments for licensing under the Act and 
this subpart, and provided such vessels 
have no unsatisfied civil penalties or 

fines assessed by the Secretary under 
the Act that have become final. 

(ii) Second priority will be given to 
expressions of interest and complete 
applications scored using the following 
system, in descending order of the sum 
of the points assigned: 

(A) 15 points will be assigned for a 
vessel that has been issued, or will be 
issued by the date complete applica-
tions are due to be received by the Re-
gional Administrator under paragraph 
(h)(6) of this section, a valid USCG Cer-
tificate of Documentation with a fish-
ery endorsement. 

(B) 1 point will be assigned for each 
licensing period, starting with the 1988– 
1989 licensing period, in which a license 
had been issued for the vessel pursuant 
to the Act, for a total of no more than 
10 points. 

(C) 1 point will be assigned for each 
calendar year in which at least 3,000 
metric tons of fish were landed or 
transshipped from the vessel in United 
States ports, including ports located in 
any of the States, as determined by the 
Regional Administrator. The applica-
ble period shall run from 1988 through 
the last calendar year prior to the year 
in which the applied-for licensing pe-
riod starts, and the total number of 
points assigned shall be no more than 
5. 

(D) In the event that two or more 
vessels receive the same sum number of 
points under paragraphs (k)(4)(ii)(A) 
through (k)(4)(ii)(C) of this section, pri-
ority will be given to the vessel from 
which the greatest amount of fish, by 
weight, was landed or transshipped in 
United States ports, including ports lo-
cated in any of the States, starting in 
calendar year 1988 and ending in the 
year prior to the year in which the ap-
plied-for licensing period starts, as de-
termined by the Regional Adminis-
trator. In the event that that does not 
resolve the tie, priority will be given 
by lottery, which will be conducted by 
the Regional Administrator. 

(5) Except as provided in paragraph 
(n) of this section, no later than July 
26th of each year, NMFS will send noti-
fications by mail to all applicants that 
submitted expressions of interest or 
complete applications by June 1st of 
that year, indicating whether their ap-
plications (for the licensing period that 
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starts the following year) have been 
pre-approved. 

(6) No later than March 7th of each 
year, NMFS will approve applications 
(for the licensing period that starts 
that year) that satisfy all of the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(i) The application was pre-approved; 
(ii) The information associated with 

the application has not changed since 
the point of pre-approval in a way such 
that pre-approval would not have been 
made using the updated information; 

(iii) The complete application was re-
ceived by February 5th of the same 
year; and 

(iv) The applicant satisfies the re-
quirements for licensing under the Act 
and this subpart. 

(7) No later than March 17th of each 
year, NMFS will notify all applicants 
(for the licensing period that starts 
that year) who submitted complete ap-
plications by February 5th of that 
year, whether their applications have 
been approved under paragraph (k)(6) of 
this section, and in cases where they 
have not, whether their applications 
are being considered for approval under 
paragraph (k)(8) of this section. 

(8) In the event that additional li-
censes for a given licensing period are 
available after issuing the approvals 
under paragraph (k)(6) of this section, 
NMFS will, after final administrative 
action by the Department of Commerce 
on any appeals made under paragraph 
(j) of this section, do the following: 

(i) If the number of outstanding ex-
pressions of interest (i.e., expressions of 
interest that have not been pre-ap-
proved) received by June 1st of the 
year preceding the year in which the li-
censing period begins, plus the number 
of outstanding complete applications 
(i.e., complete applications that have 
not been approved) received by Feb-
ruary 5th of the year in which the li-
censing period begins, exceeds the 
number of licenses available, NMFS 
will review all such outstanding ex-
pressions of interest and complete ap-
plications and apply the process de-
scribed in paragraphs (k)(9)(i)(A) 
through (k)(9)(i)(C) of this section to 
pre-approve and approve applications 
from among that pool of applicants; 

(ii) If the number of outstanding ex-
pressions of interest received by June 

1st of the year preceding the year in 
which the licensing period begins, plus 
the number of outstanding complete 
applications received by February 5th 
of the year in which the licensing pe-
riod begins, does not exceed the num-
ber of licenses available: 

(A) No later than June 15th of the 
year in which the licensing period be-
gins, NMFS will pre-approve all such 
outstanding expressions of interest and 
complete applications that satisfy the 
relevant requirements for licensing 
under the Act and this subpart; 

(B) No later than June 25th of the 
year in which the licensing period be-
gins, NMFS will notify all such out-
standing applicants of the pre-approv-
als, and for those applicants that sub-
mitted expressions of interest but not 
complete applications, also notify 
them of the date by which a complete 
application must be received in order 
to be issued an application approval 
(which will be calculated by NMFS to 
be no later than 194 days from the date 
of mailing of the notification of the 
pre-approval); 

(C) NMFS will review all complete 
applications received by the required 
date from applicants pre-approved 
under paragraph (8)(ii)(A) of this sec-
tion, and within 30 days of such re-
ceipt, approve the application, if and as 
appropriate and if the applicant satis-
fies the requirements for licensing 
under the Act and this subpart; and 

(D) If and as long as the number of 
approvals plus outstanding (not voided) 
pre-approvals does not exceed the total 
number of licenses available under 
paragraph (c) of this section, NMFS 
will review all complete applications 
received after February 5th of the year 
in which the licensing period begins 
and before May 16th within the licens-
ing period and, as they are received and 
in the order they are received (based on 
the day of receipt), will approve those 
applications that satisfy the require-
ments for licensing under the Act and 
this subpart until no more approvals 
are available. In the event that two or 
more complete applications are re-
ceived on the same day, priority for ap-
proval will be given by lottery, which 
will be conducted by the Regional Ad-
ministrator. 
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(iii) Within 10 days of approving an 
application, NMFS will notify the ap-
plicant. 

(9) If a license or application ap-
proval that has been issued for a given 
licensing period becomes available be-
fore or during that licensing period, 
NMFS will do the following: 

(i) If there are any outstanding ex-
pressions of interest received by June 
1st of the year preceding the year in 
which the licensing period begins or 
outstanding complete applications re-
ceived by February 5th of the year in 
which the licensing period begins, 
NMFS will review all such outstanding 
expressions of interest and complete 
applications and pre-approve and ap-
prove applications for that license 
from among that pool as follows: 

(A) Within 45 days of NMFS becom-
ing aware of the availability of the li-
cense, NMFS will pre-approve an appli-
cation using the prioritization criteria 
and point-assigning system described 
in paragraphs (k)(4)(i) and (k)(4)(ii) of 
this section; 

(B) Within 55 days of NMFS becoming 
aware of the availability of the license 
NMFS will notify all active applicants 
as to whether their applications have 
been pre-approved, and for those appli-
cations that have been pre-approved, 
notify each applicant of the date by 
which a complete application, if not al-
ready received, must be received 
(which will be calculated by NMFS to 
be no later than 194 days from the date 
of mailing of the notification of the 
pre-approval); and 

(C) Within 30 days of receiving a com-
plete application that had been pre-ap-
proved, NMFS will approve the applica-
tion, if and as appropriate and if the 
applicant satisfies the requirements of 
this subpart. 

(ii) If there are no outstanding ex-
pressions of interest received by June 
1st of the year preceding the year in 
which the licensing period begins and 
no outstanding complete applications 
received by February 5th of the year in 
which the licensing period begins, if 
and as long as the number of approvals 
plus outstanding (not voided) pre-ap-
provals does not exceed the number of 
licenses available, NMFS will review 
all complete applications received after 
February 5th of the year in which the 

licensing period begins and before May 
16th within the licensing period and, in 
the order they are received (based on 
the day of receipt), will approve those 
applications that satisfy the require-
ments for licensing under the Act and 
this subpart until no more approvals 
are available. In the event that two or 
more complete applications are re-
ceived on the same day, priority for ap-
proval will be given by lottery, which 
will be conducted by the Regional Ad-
ministrator. 

(iii) Within 10 days of approving an 
application, NMFS will notify the ap-
plicant. 

(l) Procedures used by the Secretary to 
review and process applications for joint 
venture licenses. NMFS, on behalf of the 
Secretary and in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, will review and ap-
prove applications for joint venture li-
censes as described in paragraph (k) of 
this section for general licenses, except 
that NMFS will not consider expres-
sions of interest for joint venture li-
censes or pre-approve applications for 
joint venture licenses. In the event 
that NMFS receives for a given licens-
ing period more applications for joint 
venture licenses than there are licenses 
available, it will approve the applica-
tions in the chronological order that 
the Administrator has provided its ini-
tial approval. 

(m) Transferability of application ap-
provals. Application approvals from 
NMFS are not transferable among ves-
sel owners or operators or license ap-
plicants. Application approvals are 
transferable among vessels, subject to 
the following requirements: 

(1) A vessel operator may seek to 
transfer a general or joint venture li-
cense to another vessel that meets the 
requirements for licensing under this 
subpart and the Act, only if the license 
has been valid for the vessel for at 
least 365 consecutive days and all the 
fees required by the Administrator for 
the current licensing period have been 
paid to the Administrator. The vessel 
operator may seek to transfer the li-
cense by submitting a written request 
to the Regional Administrator along 
with a complete application for the 
other vessel as described in paragraph 
(h)(7) of this section. Any such transfer 
may be subject to additional fees for 
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the registration of the vessel on the 
FFA Vessel Register, as specified in 
paragraph (b) of § 300.45. 

(2) Upon receipt of a request and 
complete application under paragraph 
(m)(1) of this section, the Regional Ad-
ministrator, after determining that all 
the fees required for the vessel by the 
Administrator for the current licensing 
period have been paid, that the owner-
ship of the licensed vessel and the own-
ership of the vessel to which the appli-
cation approval would be transferred 
are identical, and that the transferee 
vessel meets the requirements for li-
censing under this subpart and the Act, 
will approve the application and notify 
the applicant of such within 10 days of 
the determination. 

(3) If a licensed vessel is lost or de-
stroyed, and the operators of the vessel 
apply for a license for another vessel 
for the licensing period during which 
the vessel was lost, or for either of the 
two subsequent licensing periods, 
NMFS will consider the replacement 
vessel to have the license application 
approval status and history of the lost 
or destroyed vessel for the purpose of 
applying the prioritization criteria of 
paragraph (k)(4) of this section, pro-
vided that the ownership of the lost or 
destroyed vessel and the ownership of 
the replacement vessel, as determined 
by the Regional Administrator, are 
identical, and the replacement vessel 
meets the requirements for licensing 
under this subpart and the Act. 

(n) Procedures for 2011–2012 licensing 
period. For the licensing period that 
starts June 15, 2011, and for that licens-
ing period only, pre-approvals may not 
be sought and will not be issued by 
NMFS. NMFS will rank order those ap-
plications received by February 5, 2011, 
for the 2011–2012 licensing period by ap-
plying the criteria in paragraphs 
(k)(4)(i) and (k)(4)(ii) of this section, 
except that in lieu of using the criteria 
in (k)(4)(i), first priority will be given 
to applications for vessels that as of 
February 5, 2011, have valid licenses for 
the 2010–2011 licensing period. 

[75 FR 74644, Dec. 1, 2010] 

§ 300.33 Compliance with applicable 
national laws. 

The operator of the vessel shall com-
ply with each of the applicable na-

tional laws, and the operator of the 
vessel shall be responsible for the com-
pliance by the vessel and its crew with 
each of the applicable national laws, 
and the vessel shall be operated in ac-
cordance with those laws. 

§ 300.34 Reporting requirements. 
(a) Holders of licenses issued under 

§ 300.32 shall comply with the reporting 
requirements of this section with re-
spect to the licensed vessels. 

(b) Any information required to be 
recorded, or to be notified, commu-
nicated or reported pursuant to a re-
quirement of these regulations, the 
Act, or the Treaty shall be true, com-
plete and correct. Any change in cir-
cumstances that has the effect of ren-
dering any of the information provided 
false, incomplete or misleading shall be 
communicated immediately to the Re-
gional Administrator. 

(c) The operator of any vessel li-
censed under § 300.32 must prepare and 
submit accurate, complete, and timely 
notifications, requests, and reports 
with respect to the licensed vessel, as 
described in paragraphs (c)(1) through 
(10) of this section. 

(1) Catch report forms. A record of 
catch, effort and other information 
must be maintained on board the ves-
sel, on catch report forms (also known 
as ‘‘Regional Purse Seine Logsheets’’, 
or RPLs) provided by the Regional Ad-
ministrator. At the end of each day 
that the vessel is in the Licensing 
Area, all information specified on the 
form must, for that day, be recorded on 
the form. The completed catch report 
form must be mailed by registered air-
mail to the Administrator within 14 
days of the vessel’s next entry into 
port for the purpose of unloading its 
fish catch. A copy of the completed 
catch report form must also be sub-
mitted to, and received by, the Re-
gional Administrator within 2 days of 
the vessel reaching port. 

(2) Unloading and transshipment 
logsheet forms. At the completion of any 
unloading or transshipment of fish 
from the vessel, all the information 
specified on unloading and trans-
shipment logsheet forms provided by 
the Regional Administrator must, for 
that unloading or transshipment, be re-
corded on such forms. A separate form 
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